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Teens in Northeast Florida to Benefit from Partnership with the 
Allstate Foundation 

 

Money Matters:  Make it Count provides teens with the information they need to enhance their 
financial education and begin a plan for a productive future. 

 
 
Jacksonville, FL – September 23, 2016 
 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida (BGCNF) is thankful for a local grant award from the 
Allstate Foundation to serve nearly 300 teens at our NFL Youth Education Town (YET) and Beaches 
Clubs that will encourage our members to contribute to their family finances or save for their college 
attendance.  
 
The Money Matters: Make it Count, program utilizes interactive activities and exercises to educate 
youth aged 13 to 18 on the various aspects of financial literacy.  The program covers subjects such 
as: how to open and manage a checking account; how to create a budget; tips on saving; information 
on beginning investing; tools and information on how to pay for college.  The Money Matters program 
was developed in a joint collaboration between the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the Charles 
Schwab Foundation.   
 
The Money Matters: Make it Count program consists of three components: 

• Teen Personal Finance Guide – provides tips to help teens achieve skills such as how to 
balance a checkbook; how to create a budget; and how to start saving for college. The guide 
also provides basic information for teens who may be interested in starting their own business. 

• Facilitator’s Guide – provides financial concepts for the staff to help teens understand the 
benefits of good money management. Small group activities supplement the guide’s 
information.  

• Money Matters web site – an engaging tool that participants can use to assist them when 
balancing a checkbook, making a budget or beginning to invest. The site also includes a 
financial aid calculator to help in planning for college.  

 
How Will They Benefit 
 
The program participants are given tests pre-program and post-program to determine if the Money 
Matters principles have been retained by the attendees.  Guest speakers and community business 
leaders are also brought in to speak and the sessions are modified to meet the needs of each group of 
participants. 
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After program completion the participants indicated that the information they received had influenced 
them to: 

- Be more responsible with money 
- Change their spending habits and make smarter choices 
- Open a bank account (checking and saving) 
- Make a budget and stick to it 

 
“We inspire and enable young people who come to the Club each day,’” said Paul Martinez, President 
and CEO. “Through generous community support and collaboration like that from the Allstate 
Foundation, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida is able to serve teens of all backgrounds 
providing a safe place to go after school where they can engage in innovative programs like Money 
Matters that inspire and educate. 
 
The youth who attend often forge strong ongoing relationships with trained and caring staff and with 
their peers.  They often work together on community service projects which give them a glimpse of 
individuals who are often in circumstances more dire than the ones they face. These experiences and 
many more we provide help the young people we serve find success and show them the path to a 
brighter future.   
 
BGCNF feels it is more critical than ever for teens in our community to develop the skills they need to 
make good choices. Through your funding, we can implement the Money Matters: Make it Count 
program, allowing us to promote strategies providing information to at-risk youth so they may become 
financially savvy adults. We are dedicated to supplying the tools necessary to provide the youth we 
serve with a viable financial future and ask for your support.  
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida (BGCNF) is an affiliate of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. BGCNF 
has played an integral role in Jacksonville for over 50 years, providing daily after-school programs to over 5,000 
young people annually at 25 Club locations in Duval and St. Johns County.  
 

According to the U.S. Department of Education and Justice, students who attend quality after-school programs 
demonstrate better academic performance, more positive behavior and better school attendance than those who 
do not. They also develop greater expectations for the future. Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida offers 
time-tested and nationally recognized programs and activities in five distinct areas: character and leadership, 
education and careers, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation.  
 

For more information about the Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida please visit www.bgcnf.org or (904) 396-
4435. 
 
The Allstate Foundation provides youth with tools and resources to build character, confidence and optimism; 
achieve academic success; gain leadership skills; learn conflict-resolution strategies; find their voice and share 
their stories: mobilize others to volunteer and give back; and become more engaged citizens.  Please visit 
https://www.allstatefoundation.org/goodstartsyoung.html for more information. 
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